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Table 4.9    Descriptive Statistics for Hostile Sexism

Variable Range SD

Hostile Sexism 4.91 - 0 = 4.91 0.91

Notes. Scores on hostile sexism could range from 0 to 5.

Table 4.9 shows what your table should look like:

(Continued)

NOTES

1.	 Recalculate the variance by taking 42.50 and dividing by 10 instead of 10 – 1. Do you see how the variance 
is now smaller than without subtracting 1 from the sample size? Without subtracting 1, we are likely under-
estimating how much variability is in the population because of the fact we are, necessarily, using sample 
data. There is more variability in the population than in a sample from that population because, as you 
already know, populations are larger than any of their corresponding samples.

2.	 The 4.45 on the output was a result of an SPSS rounding error, as 4.73 – .27 = 4.46.

CHAPTER APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1.	 Why can’t we calculate a mean when we have nominal data?

2.	 The only measure of central tendency we are certain to observe as a value in our dataset is:

a)	 the mean.

b)	 the median.

c)	 the mode.

d)	 all measures of central tendency must be actual values in the distribution.

3.	 Explain why “c” is the correct answer to question 3.

4.	 A survey asked students which pizza place they preferred. The results are as follows:

Pizza Place f (frequency)

Late Night Pizza® 5

Papa John’s® 6

Pizza Hut® 3

Little Caesars® 5


